THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

piece, is preferable. In 1796 Washington was fur-
nished with two sets of "sea-horse'' (i.e., hippopot-
amus) ivory teeth, and they were so much better
fitted that the distortion of the mouth ceased to be
noticeable.

Washington's final illness began December 12,
1799, *n a severe cold taken by riding about his
plantation while "rain, hail and snow" were "falling
alternately, with a cold wind." When he came in
late in the afternoon, Lear "observed to him that
I was afraid that he had got wet, he said no his
great coat had kept him dry; but his neck appeared
to be wet and the snow was hanging on his hair."
The next day he had a cold, " and complained of
having a sore throat," yet, though it was snowing,
none the less he "went out in the afternoon ... to
mark some trees which were to be cut down."
"He had a hoarseness which increased in the even-
ing; but he made light of it as he would never take
anything to carry off a cold, always observing, 'let
it go as it came.'" At two o'clock the following
morning he was seized with a severe ague, and
as soon as the house was stirring he sent for an
overseer and ordered the man to bleed him, and
about half a pint of blood was taken from him.
At this time he could "swallow nothing," "ap-
peared to be. distressed, convulsed and almost suf-
focated/'

There can be scarcely a doubt that the treatment
of his last illness by the doctors was little short of
murder. Although he had been bled once already,
after they took charge of the case they prescribed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